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King’s Turns Over 
a New Leaf with 
Greenwich Housing
by Jillian Cheney | EST Weekly Editor

At a meeting in mid-February, The King’s 
College President (then Acting President) 
Tim Gibson compared certain aspects of the 
school’s mission to a Monopoly board. The 
best way to succeed in Monopoly is to acquire 
real estate, and King’s was planning to do just 
that. 
Gibson announced the lease of new 
apartments at Albee Square in Brooklyn, and 
the plan to purchase the first housing building 
completely owned by the school in downtown 
Manhattan. 
The building in question was a hotel—the 
Riff Downtown—and served as a promising 
space for the school. If the purchase went 
through successfully, the houses of Barton 
and Susan B. Anthony would move in to the 
new location.
But in the Manhattan game of Monopoly, 
nothing was guaranteed. 
For months after the February meeting, 
however, the fate of Greenwich housing 
remained a mystery to most. Most notably, 
it remained a mystery to those that were 
supposed to be living there.
“I got accepted in December, and at that time 
I thought we’d be living in Hanover; I thought 
I’d have four roommates,” Lauren Bannister, 
an SBA freshman, said. “I think they told us 
about the new housing in March, and even 
after that we didn’t completely know what our 
situation was going to look like.”
Despite the uncertainty of housing, 
upperclassmen in SBA and Barton were 
given a back-up plan in case the purchase of 
Greenwich fell through. SBA girls would live 
in the West Street housing option, and Barton 
girls would continue to live in housing at 90 
Washington Street.
Over the next few months, upperclassmen in 
both houses prepared for the worst. They had 

a group of four roommates and picked a room 
at each back-up housing location.
But on the week of June 12, the purchase of 
King’s first housing building was complete. 
While this marked a great success for the 
school, it also presented a series of new 
challenges to prepare the building for move-in 
at the beginning of August, just 68 days after 
the purchase was confirmed.
“Since it was already an active hotel, all the 
rooms were in functioning condition, but we 
wanted to give a little love and a little King’s 
touch to the building,” Jonathan Sheaffer, 
Assistant Director of Student Life, said. “We 
had all hands on deck helping out—from 
Rich Switzer and the Facilities department, 
to the Student Development team, to outside 
contractors, to the admissions team, to student 
workers, student leaders, and even the men’s 
soccer team.”
Though the rooms were indeed functioning 
and acceptable for living, many of the girls had 
concerns up until move-in about the state of 
the rooms. The process of quick and serious 
transition from a hotel into a college dorm 
meant there was limited information. Many 
girls took frequently to the Riff website in the 
hopes they’d be able to figure out their room 
layout. 
Others spent time searching for kitchen 
appliances to replace the mini-fridge they 
thought they’d be stuck with. But the “King’s 
touch” included a full-sized fridge in every 
room, relieving the fears of many.
“I walked in with my mom, we saw the fridge, 
and I remember she looked at me and said, 
‘Oh, you’ll be fine,” Deborah Goncalves, an 
SBA freshman, said. 
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house standings
1. Thatcher
2. Reagan
3. Lewis
4. Susan B. Anthony
5. QE1
6. Truth
7. Churchill
8. Barton
9. Bonhoeffer
10. Ten Boon
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Coming this week
Wednesday, August 29
Last Day to Add a Class
Men’s Soccer at 6 p.m. at York College, Field 
75

Thursday, August 30
Advising Kick-Off at 6 p.m. in the City Room

Friday, August 31
Last chance to sign up for Fall Retreat under  
     Regular Rate

Saturday, September 1
Women’s Volleyball at 12 p.m. in Alumnae
     Gym, Rosemont College
Men’s Soccer at 3:30 p.m. at Randall’s Island,
     Field 82

Sunday, September 2
Women’s Volleyball at 12 p.m. in CCNY Nat
     Holman Gym at Yeshiva University
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More than just the replacement of 
fridges, the rooms were almost completely 
remodeled. Rooms were repainted, all the 
floors were sealed, and appliances were 
added—including a medicine cabinet in 
the bathroom, and four new washers and 
dryers in the basement. Finally, most of the 
furniture was replaced with newer, more 
stylish pieces.

While the physical changes are major, the 
different atmosphere of Greenwich will 
likely provide the most important change to 
students. Rather than four roommates, each 
room only holds two, and the entire building 
is filled with King’s girls. 

“It’s definitely more of a traditional 
college experience,” Rachel Bass, a Barton 
sophomore, said. “And it’s nice because you 
only have to coordinate with one other 
person rather than three. For me, it was a 
breeze.”

The new Greenwich housing marks a step 
forward for many King’s students, faculty 
and staff, presenting new challenges and 
rewards as the college grows. And in the next 
year, the building itself will change as more 
renovations are completed. 

“My greatest hopes for the next few 
years all come back to building a stronger 
community,” Sheaffer said. “There are 
other exciting projects and opportunities 
that we are looking into as well such as 
the community kitchen and a lounge. In 
particular, the community Kitchen, a space 
we are calling the Breezeway right now, will 
have a large refrigerator, a large sink, a couple 
ovens, and a large table for people to gather 
and eat together. It also gives access to the 
back courtyard--another really cool feature 
that will be unique to this building.”

Its residents are excited to adapt to the 
changes throughout the school year, and 
planning on taking advantage of the aesthetic 
in the meantime. 

“It’s totally HGTV, Fixer Upper, Property 
Brothers dreams,” Goncalves said. “I mean, 
how many people don’t kill for exposed brick 
today?”

Meet Eric Bennett
by Brendan Bell | Staff Writer
From his fifth-floor office, Eric Bennett 
balances the responsibilities of his role as 
Vice President for Student Development, 
meeting with students and with the Board of 
Trustees, helping the school grow.
According to him, Bennett has found a place 
at The King’s College—but it hasn’t always 
been that way.
“When I first started, it was like the wild, 
wild west,” Bennett said. “Every department 
operated on its own. It wasn’t a cohesive 
college; no one knew what was happening in 
another department. There was no academic 
software whatsoever, so every department 
had a different list of students’ names and 

addresses. Transcripts were done on a 
spreadsheet and no one had academic 
experience. We’ve come a long way in the 
last 15 years.”
Bennett, who now serves as Vice President 
for Student Development, was brought in 
under Stan Oakes as Director of Student 
Services in 2003.
“One of the first things we did when I 
came in was to bring in a comprehensive 
academic management software system 
to help us work together,” Bennett said. 
“I had worked at three other academic 
institutions, so I had a lot of experience 
with academia and what a college should 
look like. My first years at King’s were 
about trying to bring some industry 
standards in terms of reporting and 
systems.”
According to Bennett, those years were 
not a high point.
“I didn’t like King’s the first three years 
I was here,” he said. “I worked in the 
basement of the Empire State Building. I 
would come in early, and it would be dark, 
and I would leave late, and it would be 
dark. I was a little bit of a mole rat.”
Bennett said he felt disconnected during 
those early years.
“I decided I was going to think of my job 
at King’s as if I was a consultant,” he said. 
“I would say, ‘This is the way I think 
we should do it,’ and I didn’t care 
whether they did it or not. The idea 
of reaching out to wealthy people, 
changing a nation, or being strategic 
about how the education would 
influence the culture seemed snobby to 
me.”
But things changed when he took a 
different approach.
“I don’t think I felt a very strong kinship 
with The King’s College,” Bennett said. 
“Then I fell in love with its students, and 
that’s changed everything for me.”

And as Bennett’s heart for the student body 
grew, so did his responsibilities.
“When I first started, I was responsible 
for myself and a team of student workers,” 
Bennett said. “Now I have 13 full-time 
people that I work with. In all the other 
institutions that I’ve worked with, I’ve never 
been responsible for an athletic program, 
or counseling, or housing. I can juggle a lot 
more than I thought I could.”
In addition to expanding responsibilities, 
working at The King’s College has meant an 
adjustment to the city.
“I’m from Toccoa, Georgia,” Bennett said. 
“25,000 people live in the county. When I 
first started at The King’s College, we were 
in the Empire State Building, and there 
were about 25,000 people in that building 
alone.”
The most significant development for 
Bennett has been the development he has 
undergone as a person. 
“Early on in my career, I realized that 
institutions don’t mean that much to 
me, personally,” he said. “I don’t think 
institutions are eternal. I want to spend my 
life doing what I think is eternal, so my 
focus has been on people my entire career. 
How can I love the people around me well? 
Over thirty years of my career in academics, 
I have always been very passionate about 
the individuals who I serve.”
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I check my email every morning to 
see if class is cancelled knowing King’s 
doesnt cancel class even if the world 
is ending. Actually, even if the world 
were ending, we’d have class to talk 
about why and how the concept played 
a role in medieval politics.
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