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Why the “Broke 
College Kid” Aesthetic 
is Problematic
by Morgan Chittum | City Editor

I come from a low-income family. My parents 
had me when they were very young and thus, 
were unable to go to college due to limited 
time and lack of financial resources. My mom 
worked as a waitress, while my dad was a cook 
at a local restaurant. Money was tight.
That’s where I come from.
Statistically, low-income students have always 
enrolled in college less than high-income 
students, even though enrollment among low-
income student has increased over the past 
several decades.
In 2012, the Pew Research Center reported 
that 81 percent of students from high-income 
families (those in the top 20 percent) go to 
college. Meanwhile, only 51 percent of low-
income students (those in the bottom 20 
percent) go to college. This disparity creates 
an environment where many high-income 
students fail to realize that low-income 
students struggle to make ends meet. 
Coming to college, I was ill-prepared to 
witness so many of my classmates take on 
this “broke college kid” persona despite being 
relatively financially stable. It hurts to see this 
while knowing they do not struggle on nearly 
the same financial level that I, among others, 
do.
It is common for college students to refer 
to themselves as “broke college kids,” a label 
that grants them the long-sought-after post-
teenagehood claim to independence—being 
out there on your own in the world, “adulting.”
But chances are, these students have some sort 
of safety net to fall back on. This has nothing 
to do with those students’ work ethic or ability 
to keep a job. Students can work hard and have 
jobs regardless of their socioeconomic status.
However, a safety net is a kind of privilege. 
This is the ability to, if necessary, ask for a loan 
from relatives, or move back home if college 

doesn’t work out. These students may not rely 
heavily on this safety net or may be hesitant 
about using it, but having it makes all the 
difference in the way we live our lives.
It’s disturbing to see students take on this 
“broke college kid” persona as a way to joke 
about “only” being able to afford ramen and 
dollar-pizza. There are students from low-
income families who grew up with limited 
access to fresh and healthy foods.  Not everyone 
can afford to shop at Whole Foods and eat 
Sweet Green. Feigning poverty is insensitive 
and minimizes the struggles of other students. 
Some of us struggle to afford basic necessities 
day to day.
“Labeling yourself as ‘broke’ when you’re not 
can be an obstacle to having real empathy with 
students who are working their butts off just to 
stay in school,” said Haley Davidson, a junior 
at King’s.
“Broke college kids” who are not really broke 
have the privilege of voluntarily choosing to 
eat dollar-pizza  —something low-income 
students often have no choice but to do—for 
a few days in order to save money and be able 
to afford luxuries like concerts, nice clothing, 
or traveling.
Wealthier students or students from financially-
supportive families must recognize that when 
they joke this way, they are being dismissive of 
and insensitive to those with serious financial 
struggles. Coming from a family with little 
money, being broke is not a costume I can take 
on and off. Every decision comes from a needs-
based budget.
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1. Thatcher
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3. Lewis
4. Susan B. Anthony
5. QE1
6. Truth
7. Churchill
8. Barton
9. Bonhoeffer
10. Ten Boon
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Coming this week
Thursday, September 6
Depart from the school for Fall Retreat in
     Iriquois Springs at 6 p.m. to return on
     Sunday

To mark the start of Fall Retreat, wear your 
     King’s Gear to class! If not wearing King’s
     Gear, business casual dress is still required.
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Of course, regardless of socioeconomic 
background, all students may struggle with 
difficult choices when it comes to financial 
planning, especially living in as expensive a 
city as New York. 
“I think it’s possible to have financial 
struggles even when you are supported 
with some money from parents,” Davidson 
said. “You still have to budget and make 
tough choices sometimes. But...there’s a 
big difference when you are completely 
financially independent and when everyone’s 
always talking about being broke, it can 
minimize that unique struggle.”
Professors, please try to understand that 
students without a financial safety net are 
forced to work in their spare moments 
so that they can afford basic necessities 
like food, and thus may be late getting in 
assignments or may doze off in class. This 
doesn’t mean we are scatterbrained, lazy, or 
irresponsible. On the contrary, we take on a 
hefty workload because we have to.
“There are unspoken pressures to be 
an exceptional student in our rigorous 
curriculum while being very comfortable 
financially and fitting in with the wealthier 
students around you,” said King’s senior 
Holly Thomas. “When you can’t rely on your 
family for expenses , there’s also pressure to 
impress them by not needing to ask them 
for money and assuring them that you’re 
doing well when really you’re eating dollar 
pizza for most meals and working 30+ hours 
a week so you can pay rent. There’s only so 
much you can do to live up to your peers and 
your parents without putting serious strain 
on your mental, academic, and physical well-
being, which is something not everybody 
realizes.”
This is not an attack. This is a call to action—
to those “broke college kids” to step out of 
the pseudo-shadows and take off their masks. 
It’s time to stop sensationalizing this poor 
student aesthetic that fails to acknowledge 
the struggles of actual low-income students.

Sleep Sells: Dreamery 
Offers Drinks, Sleep, 
and Product Placement
by Ryan Turner | staff writer

Thse that aren’t getting their eight hours, 
look elsewhere. The Dreamery is here for 
the ad revenue.
Casper Sleep wants to take the city that 
never sleeps and make it the city that naps.
The Dreamery is a pop-up, experiential 
advertisement for Casper Sleep products, 
located around the corner from their 
Broadway store in Soho. It offers sanctuary 
from the bustling New York streets.
Google opened a similar, albeit quite 
different, experiential ad in the Flatiron 
District last Fall.  Partnering with Netflix, 

Google showcased some of its state-of-
the-art tech, in the setting of Netflix’s 
Stranger Things. The results were 
monstrously successful, as those who 
visited it can attest.
By either walk-in or appointment, you 
can take a break from the hustle and 
bustle of the city anytime between 11 
a.m. to 8 p.m. from Mondays through 
Fridays, or 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Sundays.
“The biggest thing I’d say people should 
know is that it’s so much better if you 
give yourself time there,” said Caraline 
Weglarz, a second year business major, 
who first heard about the Dreamery this 
past summer.
The Dreamery recommends you show up 
fifteen minutes before your appointment, 
as the 45 minute time slot is only for 
how long you can stay in their sleep pod, 
called Nooks. You can spend as much 
time hanging out as you would like--and 
it’s worth it to get there early.
“Over the summer, I would go a half 
hour to forty five minutes early to enjoy 
all the free snacks and coffee, read for 
a bit, wash my face, and wind down,” 
Weglarz said.
Upon entering, you walk through a 
dark tunnel of twinkling stars. This 
tunnel opens up to the waiting area, 
stocked with complimentary snacks, 
books, water, tea, and coffee.
Casper partners with Sunday Riley, 
Hello, Sleepy Jones, and Headspace, 
all in an attempt to give New Yorkers 
a worthwhile sanctuary of sleep. 
These sponsored products, such as the 
toothbrush, toothpaste and pajamas are 
all included with the reservation.
Once you are finished changing and 
have locked up your belongings, you 
pass through another thick curtain, 
into a small room with a bench. This is 

a staging area of sorts. It gives the Nook 
room increased separation from noise and 
light. An attendant, called a Night Owl, 
will then escort you to your own personal 
Nook.
There are nine Nooks in total. They are 
spread, seemingly haphazardly, around the 
massive, dim, cool room. This is a smart 
choice, as imagining straight, perfect rows 
of bed-pods conjures a clinical, almost sci-
fi environment.
The Nooks are about 12 feet in 
circumference and six feet deep. While the 
inside of the round, light gray pods seem 
to be an inviting space to curl up, it is hard 
to relax in the warehouse of a room. For 
some reason, one you cannot name, it is 
slightly disturbing.
Inside each pod is a bed, an outlet, a light 
and a small shelf for your phone. The air 
conditioning creates white noise akin to 
the hum of the USS Enterprise’s engine. 
Get comfortable, flip the light out, and 
listen to that gentle hum, as you struggle 
to come to terms with the fact that you 
just spent 25 dollars for this.
As far as practicality, it might seem 
ridiculous to trek up to SoHo and spend 
money on a nap, when you can pass out 
on one of the library chairs. However, 
the library chairs will probably crick your 
neck. As people rarely whisper, like they 
are supposed to in libraries, you may find 
it hard to fall asleep with all the noise. Not 
to mention, the librarians, hard workers 
though they may be, do not hand out 
pajamas and snacks.
Should you go? Vote with your dollar.
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Things that are tiiiiight:

-Love
-Sabbath
-Fall Retreat
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